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PREFACE 


At the General Unitarian Conference held in Baltimore in October, 1919, the 
ministers there assembled invited the Council to appoint a committee on the Con- 
duct of Worship to make a report at the next Conference. The committee appointed 
consisted of Rev. F. M. Eliot, St. Paul, Minn., Chairman, Rev. H. W. Foote, Har- 
vard Divinity School, Cambridge, Mass., Rev. Miles Hanson, Roxbury, Mass., 
Rey. Charles E. Park, D.D., Boston, Mass., Rev. H. E. B. Speight, Berkeley, 
Calif., and Rev. William L. Sullivan, D.D., New York. Mr. Eliot soon after re- 
signed the Chairmanship, which was assumed by Mr. Foote. Mr. Speight removed 
from Berkeley to Boston, and Rev. E. R. Shippen, formerly of Detroit, but now 
of Boston, was added to the committee. 

The committee made its first report at the General Unitarian Conference held 


‘in Detroit in October, 1921. At that time it submitted, multigraphed on large 


sheets, the drafts of special services for communion, christening, marriage, ordi- 
nation and installation. A morning was spent in discussion of the report of the 
committee, at the conclusion of which the assembly of ministers voted to request 
the Council to continue the committee that it might report at the succeeding Con- 
ference. The Council took the above action and the committee now presents its 
second report. 

Since the Detroit Conference the committee has held many meetings. The 
forms of service presented at that Conference have been very carefully revised. 
Every letter which the committee received, and all the verbal criticisms which 
were taken down stenographically at the Conference, have been reviewed. These 
forms of service are now again presented for further criticism. Having finished 
the work of the revision of services already prepared, the committee turned its 
attention to the preparation of a Funeral Service, upon which it has spent most 
of the winter of 1922-23, meeting about once every six weeks. This service is 
also included in this report. 

It will be observed that all the services herewith presented are similar in 
their general framework, and that in each there is a large choice of alternative 
forms. The plan of the committee has not been to propose, much less to prescribe, 
any fixed and rigid forms, but rather to indicate the general outlines of a dignified 
and reverent order of service for the several occasions considered, leaving the form 
as flexible as possible. The attempt has been made to meet the needs of a” wide 
diversity of taste and outlook, so that from the materials provided the ministers 
of our entire fellowship may be able to select those elements which fulfil their in- 
dividual requirements. In no instance does a service represent the taste or the 


dominant influence of any single individual. They are, throughout, the com- 
posite work of the committee, which has conscientiously striven to provide material 
which should be useful to ministers of every shade of opinion within our fellowship. 

Keeping in mind the fact that these services are devotional in character, the com- 
mittee has, with but few exceptions, used the Authorized Version of the Bible. 
The sanctions of familiarity and of an accepted standard of good English seemed 
to warrant this choice among the various versions of the Bible. No extra-Biblical 
selections have been included, not because the committee disapproves their use 
when judiciously chosen, but the field of ancient and modern devotional literature 
is so wide that the committee has had no time to survey it. Furthermore, there 
are convenient anthologies available, upon which the individual minister may draw 
at will. To include with these services any really useful compilation of such material 
would also swell this book to undue proportions. 

The committee is under great obligations to the Unitarian Laymen’s League 
for printing these services, and thus solving the difficult problem which confronted 
the committee in the adequate presentation of this part of its report. The services 
have been set up in type similar to that employed for the services printed by the 
American Unitarian Association and commonly bound up with the Hymn and 
Tune Book. They have been printed, however, in a single column only, so that 
more than half of each page is left blank to permit each minister to write in marginal 
notes or alternative readings. 
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MARRIAGE SERVICE 
(First Form) 


The company being assembled, the groom 
standing on the right of the bride, 
the minister may say: 


Dearly beloved, we are gathered 
together in the sight of God, and in 
the face of this company, to join to- 
gether this man and this woman in 
holy matrimony; which is an estate 
instituted of God and made honorable 
by the faithful keeping of good men 
and women in all time. It is, there- 
fore, not to be entered into lightly or 
unadvisedly; but reverently, discreetly, 
soberly and in the fear of God. Into 
this holy estate these two persons come 
to be joined. If any man can show 
just cause why they may not be law- 
fully joined together, let him now speak, 
or else hereafter forever hold his peace. 


And also, speaking to the persons who are 
to be married, he may say: 


I require and charge you both, as ye 
would answer to God, from whom no 
secrets are hid, that if either of you 
know any impediment why ye may 
not be lawfully joined together in matri- 
mony, ye do now confess it. For be 
ye well assured, that so many as are 
joined together otherwise than God’s 
word doth allow are not joined together 
by him. 
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If no impediment be alleged, then may the 
minister say unto the man: 


M., wilt thou have this woman 
to thy wedded wife, to live together 
after God’s ordinance in the holy estate 
of matrimony? Wilt thou love her, 
comfort her, honor and keep her, in 
sickness and in health, in sorrow and 
in joy; and, forsaking all other, keep 
thee only unto her, so long as ye both 
shall live? 

The man shall answer: 

I will. 

Then may the minister say 
unto the woman: 


N., wilt thou have this man to 
thy wedded husband, to live together 
after God’s ordinance in the holy estate 
of matrimony? Wilt thou love him, 
comfort him, honor and keep him, in 
sickness and in health, in sorrow and 
in joy; and, forsaking all other, keep 
thee only unto him, so long as ye both 
shall live? 


The woman shall answer: 


I will. 


(Here the minister may say: 


Who giveth this woman to be married 
to this man?*) 


Then the minister (receiving the woman at 

her father’s or friend’s hands*) may cause 

the man with his right hand to take the 

woman by her right hand, and to say after 
him as follows: 


I, M., take thee, N., to my wedded 
wife, to have and to hold, from this 
day forward, for better for worse, for 
richer for poorer, in sickness and in 


*This may be omitted. 
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health, to love and to cherish, till 
death us do part, according to God’s 
holy ordinance; and thereto I plight 
thee my troth. 


Then shall the woman likewise say after the 
minister: 


I, N., take thee, M., to my wedded 
husband, to have and to hold, from 
this day forward, for better for worse, 
for richer for poorer, in sickness and 
in health, to love and to cherish, till 
death us do part, according to God’s 
holy ordinance; and thereto I plight 
thee my troth. 


Then shall they again loose their hands, 

and the man shall give unto the woman a 

ring, and the minister, taking the ring, shall 

deliver it to the man to put it upon the fourth 

Singer of the woman’s left hand. And the 

man, holding the ring there, and taught by 
the minister, shall say: 


This ring I give thee, in token and 
pledge of our constant faith and abid- 
ing love. 


Then may the minister speak unto the 
people: 


Forasmuch as M. and N. have con- 
sented together in wedlock, and have 
witnessed the same before God and 
this company, and thereto have en- 
gaged and pledged themselves to each 
other, and have declared the same by 
giving and receiving a ring, I, there- 
fore, by virtue of authority vested 
in me by the State of , and asa 
Christian minister, pronounce that they 
be husband and wife; and those whom 
God hath joined together, let no man 
put asunder. 
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Then the minister may say: 


Let us pray. 

O Eternal God, Creator and Pre- 
server of all mankind, giver of all 
spiritual grace, author of everlasting 
life; send thy blessing upon these thy 
servants, whom we bless in thy name. 
Enable them faithfully to perform 
this covenant which they have made 
in thy presence. May their hearts be 
united in the bonds of pure love and 
fidelity; may they be a blessing and a 
comfort each to the other, sharers of 
each other’s joys, consolers of each 
other’s sorrows, helpers to each other 
in all the chances and changes of the 
world. Grant that they may faith- 
fully discharge the duties which be- 
long to the condition into which they 
have entered, and that they, and all 
who may be committed to their care, 
may be led in paths of innocence and 
virtue to eternal life, for thy name’s 
sake. Amen. 


Or this: 


Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
the fountain of all joy, from whom 
cometh every good and perfect gift, we 
thank thee for the sacred and tender 
ties which these thy children have now 
taken upon themselves. May all their 
loved ones, here assembled or in ab- 
sence remembering them, ever con- 
tinue to rejoice in the bonds which 
have united them. We ask for them 
that the inspiration of this hour may 
abide throughout their lives, and that 
in joy or in sorrow, in pleasant ways 
or in the midst of trials, they may ever 
acknowledge thy guiding hand and be 
obedient to thy laws. “May they be 
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comfort and joy, counsel and strength 
to each other through all the chances 
and changes of this world. Hand in 
hand and heart with heart, trusting in 
each other and in thee, united not by 
man but by thy holy Spirit, may they 
walk together along the pathway of 
life in faith, hope and love; and may the 
benediction of heaven crown the happi- 
ness of earth. Amen. 


Our Father who art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our tres- 
passes, as we forgive those who tres- 
pass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


BENEDICTION 


The Lord God Almighty bless, pre- 
serve and keep you, the Lord merci- 
fully with his favor look upon you, and 
fill you with all spiritual benediction 
and grace; that ye may so live together 
in this life that in the world to come 
ye may have life everlasting. Amen. 


Or this: 


The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon 
you, and be gracious unto you; the 
Lord lift up his countenance upon you, 
and give you peace. Amen. 


MARRIAGE SERVICE 


(Alternative Form) 4 


The company being assembled, the groom 
standing on the right of the bride, the minis- 
ler may say: 


We are assembled to join this man 
and this woman in the bonds of holy 
matrimony, to impress upon them the 
sacredness and significance of the mar- 
riage tie, and to ask the blessing of 
Almighty God upon the union of their 
hearts. 

Marriage is an institution ordained 
of God in the very law and necessity 
of our being, and has been made honor- 
able by the faithful keeping of good 
men and women in all ages. It in- 
volves the closest and most tender and 
lasting of human ties. As was said of 
old, a man shall leave his father and 
his mother, and shall cleave unto his 
wife, and they twain shall be one 
flesh. 

To be true, this outward ceremony 
must be a symbol of a sacred union of 
hearts which the church may bless 
and the state make legal, but which 
neither can create or annul. To be 
truly blessed, this marriage must mean 
a consecration of each to the other, 
and of both to the noblest ends of 
life. 

(to the bride and groom) 


I require and charge you both, re- 
membering your responsibility to God 
to whom the secrets of all hearts are 
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open, that if either of you know of any 
impediment why you should not be 
lawfully joined together you do now 
declare it. 

(to the groom) 


Will you, , take this woman 
for better for worse, for richer for poorer, 
to have and to hold from this day forth 
as your lawful wedded wife? 

Answer: I will. 

Will you love, honor, cherish and 
protect her in sickness and in health, 
in prosperity and in adversity, and 
leaving all other be faithful ever unto 
her? 

Answer: I will. 


(to the bride) 


Will you, ——, take this man for 
better for worse, for richer for poorer, 
to have and to hold from this day forth 
as your lawful wedded husband? 

Answer: I will. 

Will you love, honor, cherish and 
protect him in sickness and in health, 
in prosperity and in adversity, and 
leaving all other be faithful ever unto 
him? 

Answer: I will. 

(to the groom) 

What pledge do you offer that you 
will fulfil the vows between you made? 
The groom handing a ring to the minister, 
he in turn shall offer it to the bride, saying: 

Do you accept this ring in token of 
the vows now between you made? 

The bride assenting, the minister shall say: 


May this ring henceforth be to you 
the sacred symbol of perfection and 
eternity. 
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The minister shall then instruct the groom 

to place the ring upon the fourth finger of 

the bride’s left hand, and afterward to join 

their right hands. The groom, instructed 
by the minister, shall then say: 


I call upon all here present to witness 
that I, , do take thee, , to be 
my lawful wedded wife. 


The bride, similarly instructed by the 
minister, shall then say: 


I call upon all here present to witness 
that I, , do take thee, , to be 
my lawful wedded husband. 


Then may the minister say: 


Forasmuch as this man and _ this 
woman have thus engaged and pledged 
themselves each to the other before 
God and these witnesses, I therefore, 
by virtue of authority vested in me 
by the State of , and as a Chris- 
tian minister, do now pronounce them 
husband and wife, and those who in 
God’s name are joined together let 
naught but death sunder. 


Here the minister may address the bride 

and groom, or read an appropriate poem, 

or ahymn may be sung. Then the minister 

may read the following prayer, or may offer 
prayer in his own words: 


Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
the fountain of all joy, from whom 
cometh every good and perfect gift, 
we thank thee for the sacred and tender 
ties which these thy children have now 
taken upon themselves. May all their 
loved ones, here assembled or in ab- 
sence remembering them, ever con- 
tinue to rejoice in the bonds which 
have united them. We ask for them 
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that the inspiration of this hour may 
abide throughout their lives, and that 
in joy or in sorrow, in pleasant ways 
or in the midst of trials, they may ever 
acknowledge thy guiding hand and be 
obedient to thy laws. May they be 
comfort and joy, counsel and strength 
to each other through all the chances 
and changes of this world. Hand in 
hand and heart with heart, trusting in 
each other and in thee, united not by 
man but by thy holy Spirit, may they 
walk together along the pathway of 
life in faith, hope and love; and may 
the benediction of heaven crown the 
happiness of earth. Amen. 


BENEDICTION 


The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon 
you, and be gracious unto you; the 
Lord lift up his countenance upon you, 
and give you peace. Amen. 
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FUNERAL SERVICE 


NOTE. — 
The following order of service is rec- 
ommended: 
(Organ.) 
OPENING SENTENCES. “- 


(Brief Prayer or Collect, followed by the 
Lord’s Prayer.) 


(Hymn or Chant.) 
ScriptuRE ReapINna. 
(Address or Sermon, if any.) 
PRAYER. 

(Hymn.) 

BENEDICTION. 

(Chant.) 


A 


The full service may be used when held 
in a church, with good music available. 
Suitable hymns and chants will be found in 
the hymn-book. The chant “Out of the 
deep” is appropriate for use near the 
beginning of the service; the chant ‘Lord, 
now lettest thou thy servant” may fittingly 

_be used after the benediction; but these 
chants should be used only when a com- 
petent choir is available. 

If a brief and simple service be desired, or 
if it be held in a private house, the com- 
mittee suggests the use of only those parts 
of the above order which are not bracketed. — 
A service not more than eighteen or twenty 
minutes in length is, for most occasions, 
more helpful and uplifting than one carried 
to greater length. To keep the service 
well-proportioned within a moderate com- 


(10 ) } 


7 
Lom 


pass, it is suggested that not more than 
three or four opening sentences be used, 
and not more than half a dozen of the 
Scripture selections. Of the latter the 
minister may appropriately begin by using 
three readings of a general character, fol- 
lowed by one or two particularly adapted to 
the immediate circumstances, closing with 
one or two under the heading “The Life 
Everlasting.” Of the printed prayers 
following, two or three will suffice, or a 
prayer of equivalent length in the minister’s 
own words. 

The omission from the funeral service of 
the address or sermon is recommended, save 
under exceptional conditions. ~ 


If the funeral be held in a church, the 
minister should meet the persons accom- 
panying the coffin at the door of the church, 
and, preceding them up the main aisle, 
should read, as he goes, selections from the 
opening sentences. If the coffin or urn has 
been placed in the church in advance of the 
service, the minister should go directly, at 
the appointed time, to the place where it 
is his custom to stand for a funeral service. 

If the funeral be held in a house, the 
minister should stand as near to the head of 
the coffin as may be convenient, or at the 
place from which.he will be most audible. 

After the benediction the minister should 
leave the church or room in which the serv- 
ice has been held in the same manner in 
which he entered it. 


Tt will be noted that the service is made 
up, with a few exceptions, of passages taken 
from the King James’ Version of the Bible 
and of prayers already more or less familiar. 
The Committee recognizes the appropriate- 
ness in a funeral service of many beautiful 
extra-Biblical readings, including poems, 
but has left the individual minister to make 
his own choice from this wide field, since 
several collections of such material are 
easily available. 
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OPENING SENTENCES 
The minister may begin the service by read- 
ing one or more of the opening sentences, 
selecting such as may be most appropriate 
to the particular occasion. 


Out of the Depths 


Out of the depths have I cried unto 
thee, O Lord. 

Lord, hear my voice: 

Let thine ears be attentive 

To the voice of my supplications. 

I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait, 

And in his word do I hope. 

My soul waiteth for the Lord more 
than they that watch for the morning: 

I say, more than they that watch for 


the morning. Ps. exxx. 1, 2, 5, 6. 


Hear my cry, O God; 

Attend unto my prayer. ; 

From the end of the earth will I ery 
unto thee, when my heart is over- 
whelmed: 

Lead me to the rock that is higher 
than I. 

For thou hast been a shelter for me, 

And I will trust in the covert of thy 


wings. Ps. \xi. 1-4. 


Behold, and see if there be any sorrow 
like unto my sorrow, which is done unto 
me, 

Wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me. 

Lam. i. 12. 
Wait on the Lord 
Wait on the Lord: 
Be of good courage, and he shall 


strengthen thine heart: 
Wait, I say, on the Lord. 


Ps. xxvii. 14. 


The Lord is good unto them that wait 
for him, to the soul that seeketh him. 
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It is good that a man should both hope 
and quietly wait for the salvation of the 
Lord. 

For the Lord will not cast off for ever; 

But though he cause grief, yet will he 
have compassion according to the multi- 
tude of his mercies. 


Lam. iii. 25-26, 31-32. 


God is our refuge and strength, 

A very present help in trouble, 

Therefore will not we fear, though 
the earth be removed, 

And though the mountains be carried 
into the midst of the sea; 

Though the waters thereof roar and 
be troubled, 

Though the mountains shake with the 
swelling thereof. 

The Lord of hosts is with us; the God 
of Jacob is our refuge. 

Ps. xlvi. 1-3, 7. 


Unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my 
soul, 

Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: 

For thou art the God of my salvation; 

On thee do I wait all the day. 


IPSHSKV. 1, D. 


Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
Who made heaven and earth. 


Ps. exxiv. 8. 


We brought nothing into this world, 
and it is certain that we can carry 
nothing out. The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away; blessed be the 
name of the Lord. 1 Tim. vi. 7; Job i. 
21. 


I am the resurrection, and the life: 
he that believeth in me, though he were 
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dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me shall never 
die. John xi. 25-26. 


The Brevity of Life 

Lord, make me to know mine end, 

And the measure of my days, what 
it is; ‘ 

That I may know how frail I am. 

Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give 
ear unto my cry; 

Hold not thy peace at my tears: 

For I am a stranger with thee, 

And a sojourner, as all my fathers 
were. 

Ps. xxxix. 4, 12. 


All flesh waxeth old as a garment; 

For the covenant from the beginning 
is, thou shalt die. 

As of the leaves flourishing on a thick 
“ree, : 

Some it sheddeth, and some it maketh 
to grow: 

So also of the generations of flesh and 
blood, 

One cometh to an end, and another 
is born. 

Ecclus. xiv. 17-18. 


All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness 
thereof is as the flower of the field: the 
grass withereth, the flower fadeth; 
because the spirit of the Lord bloweth 
upon it. The grass withereth, the 
flower fadeth: but the word of our God 
shall stand for ever. Isa. xl. 6-8. 


God’s Mercy and Forgiveness 


The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
Slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. 
He hath not dealt with us after our 
sins; 
(14) 


Nor rewarded us according to our 
iniquities. 

For as the heaven is high above the 
earth, 

So great is his mercy toward them 
that fear him. 

As far as the east is from the west, 

So far hath he removed our transgres- 
sions from us. 


Ps. ciii. 8, 10-12. 


Father, I have sinned against heaven, 
and before thee, and am no more worthy 
to be called thy son. Luke xv. 18-19. 

Judge not, that ye be not judged. 
For with what judgment ye judge, ye 
shall be judged: and with what measure 
ye mete, it shall be measured to you 
again. Mait. vii. 1-2. 

Enter not into judgment with thy 
servant, O Lord: 

For in thy sight shall no man living 
be justified. 

Ps. exliii. 2. 


To the Lord our God belong mercies 
and forgivenesses, though we have 
rebelled against him; neither have we 
obeyed the voice of the Lord our God. 
Dan. ix. 9-10. 

God is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 1 John i. 9. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken 
spirit: 

A broken and a contrite heart, O God, 
thou wilt not despise. 

Restore unto me the joy of thy salva- 
tion; 

And uphold me with thy free Spirit. 

Pa holt, 32. 
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Children 


Like as a father pitieth his children, 

So the Lord pitieth them that fear 
him. 

For he knoweth our frame; 

He remembereth that we are dust. 


Ps. citi. 13-14. 


He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: 
he shall gather the lambs with his arm, 
and carry them in his bosom. Jsa. 
<ALL 

They shall be mine, saith the Lord, 
in that day when I make up my jewels. 
Mal. iii. 17. 


Faithful Men and Women 


A good name is rather to be chosen 
than great riches, and loving favor 
rather than silver and gold. Prov. 
641 pt be 

Precious in the sight of the Lord 

Is the death of his saints. 


Ps. exvi. 15. 


The souls of the righteous are in the 
hand of God, 

And no torment shall touch them. 

They are in peace, 

And their hope is full of immortality. 


Wisdom lii. 1, 4. 


Blessed are they that do his com- 
mandments, that they may have right 
to the tree of life, and may enter in 
through the gates into the city. Rev. 
xxii. 14, 

And they that be wise shall shine as 
the brightness of the firmament; and 
they that turn many to righteousness 
as the stars for ever and ever. Dan. 
xin.S, 
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Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord; even so, saith the Spirit, for 
they rest from their labors; and their 
works do follow them. Rev. xiv. 13. 


INVOCATION 
Following the opening sentences the minis- 
ter may use the following invocation, or 
may, at his discretion, read some other 
prayer or collect, or offer a brief prayer in 
his own words, closing with the Lord’s 
Prayer, the people joining audibly therein. 


The Souls of the Faithful 


Almighty God, with whom do live 
the spirits of those who depart hence 
in the Lord; and with whom the souls 
of the faithful, after they are de- 
livered from the burden of the flesh, 
are in joy and felicity; we give thee 
hearty thanks for the good examples 
of all those thy servants, who, having 
finished their course in faith, do now 
rest from their labors. And we beseech 
thee that we, with all those who are 
departed in the true faith of thy holy 
name, may have our perfect consumma- 
tion and bliss in thy heavenly and ever- 
lasting glory. Amen. 


Our Father who art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our tres- 
passes, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. Lead us not into tempta- 
tion, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever andever. Amen. 


If desired, a hymn or chant may then be 
sung. The minister may then read such of 
the following selections as may be most 
appropriate to the occasion, or other read- 
ings which may be more suitable. 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS 


God Our Eternal Refuge 


Lord, thou hast been our dwelling- 
place 
In all generations. 
Before the mountains were brought 
forth, 
Or ever thou hadst formed the earth 
and the world, 
Even from everlasting to everlasting, 
thou art God. 
Thou turnest man to destruction; 
And sayest, Return, ye children of 
men. 
For a thousand years in thy sight 
Are but as yesterday when it is past, 
And as a watch in the night. 
Thou carriest them away as with a 
flood; they are as a sleep: 
In the morning they are like grass 
which groweth up; 
In the evening it is cut down, and 
withereth. 
The days of our years are threescore 
years and ten; 
And if by reason of strength they be 
fourscore years, 
Yet is their strength labor and sorrow; 
For it is soon cut off, and we fly away. 
So teach us to number our days, that 
- we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 


Ps. xc. 1-6, 10, 12. 


Lord, make me to know mine end, 

And the measure of my days, what 
it is; 

That I may know how frail I am. 

Behold, thou hast made my days as 
a handbreadth; 

And mine age is as nothing before 
thee. 

And now, Lord, what wait I for? 
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ti 


My hope is in thee. 

Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give 
ear unto my cry; 

Hold not thy peace at my tears: 

For I am a stranger with thee, 

And a sojourner, as all my fathers 
were. 

O spare me, that I may recover 
strength, 

Before I go hence, and be no more. 


Ps. xxxix. 4-5, 7, 12-13. 


Hear my cry, O God; 
Attend unto my prayer. 
From the end of the earth will I cry 
unto thee: 
Lead me to the rock that is higher 
than I. 
For thou hast been a shelter for me, 
And I will trust in the covert of thy 
“wings. Ps. \xi. 1-4. 
Be merciful unto me, O God, be 
merciful unto me: 
For my soul trusteth in thee: 
Ps. \vii. 1. 
O send out thy light and thy truth: 
let them Jead me; 
Let them bring me unto thy holy hill. 
Ps. xliii. 3. 
My flesh and my heart faileth: 
But God is the strength of my heart, 
and my portion for ever. 
Ps. lxxiii. 26. 


The Lord is my light and my sal- 
vation; 

Whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the strength of my life; 

Of whom shall I be afraid? 
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Though a host should encamp against 
me, 

My heart shall not fear: 

Though war should rise against me, 

Even then will I be confident. 

One thing have I desired of the Lord, 
that will I seek after; 

That I may dwell in the house of the 
Lord all the days of my life, 

To behold the beauty of the Lord, 

And to inquire in his temple. 

For in the time of trouble he shall 
hide me in his pavilion: 

In the secret of his tabernacle shall he 
hide me: 

Therefore will I offer in his tabernacle 
sacrifices of joy; 

I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto 
the Lord. 

Hear, O Lord, when I ery with my 
voice: 

Have mercy also upon me, and answer 
me. 

When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; 
my heart said unto thee, 

Thy face, Lord, will I seek. 

Teach me thy way, O Lord, 

And lead me in a plain path. 

I had fainted, unless I had believed 
to see the goodness of the Lord 

In the land of the living. 

Ps. xxvii. 1, 3-8, 11, 13. 


O Lord, thou hast searched me, and 
known me. 

Thou knowest my downsitting and 
mine uprising; thou understandest my 
thought afar off. 

Thou compassest my path and my 
lying down, 

And art acquainted with all my ways. 

Thou hast beset me behind and 
before, 
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And laid thine hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for 
me; 

It is high, I cannot attain unto it. 

Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? 

Or whither shall I flee from thy 
presence? 

If I ascend up into heaven, thou art 
there: 

If I make my bed in the grave, behold, 
thou art there. 

If I take the wings of the morning, 

And dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the sea; 

Even there shall thy hand lead me, 

And thy right hand shall hold me. 

If I say, Surely the darkness shall 
cover me; 

Even the night shall be light about me. 

Yea, the darkness hideth not from 
thee; 

But the night shineth as the day: 

The darkness and the light are both 
alike to thee. 

Ps. exxxix. 1-3, 5-12. 


The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures: 

He leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: 

He leadeth me in the paths of right- 
eousness for his name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil: for thou art with 
me; 

Thy rod and thy staff they comfort 
me. 

Thou anointest my head with oil; 

My cup runneth over. 
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Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life: 
And I will dwell in the house of the 
Lord for ever. 
Pa Sit. 


Hast thou not known? hast thou not 
heard? The everlasting God, the Lord, 
the Creator of the ends of the earth, 
fainteth not, neither is weary: there is no 
searching of his understanding. He 
giveth power to the faint; and to him 
that has no might he increaseth strength. 
Even the youths shall faint and be 
weary, and the young men shall utterly 
fall: but they that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles; they 
shall run, and not be weary; and they 
shall walk, and not faint. 


Isa. xl, 28-31. 


Trial and Suffering 


Whatsoever is brought upon thee take 
cheerfully, 

And be patient when thou art changed 
to a low estate. 

For gold is tried in the fire, 

And acceptable men in the furnace of 
adversity. 

Believe in him, and he will help thee: 

Order thy way aright, and trust in 
him. 

Ye that fear the Lord, hope for good, 

And for everlasting joy and mercy. 

Look at the generations of old, and 
see; 

Did ever any trust in the Lord, and 
was confounded? 

Or did any abide in his fear, and was 
forsaken? 

Or whom did he ever despise, that 
called upon him? 
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For the Lord is full of compassion and 
mercy, long-suffering, and very pitiful, 

And forgiveth sins, and saveth in time 
of affliction. 

They that fear the Lord will prepare 
their hearts, 

And humble their souls in his sight, 
saying, 

We will fall into the hands of the 
Lord, 

And not into the hands of men: 

For as his majesty is, so is his mercy. 

Ecclus. li. 4-6, 9-11, 17-18. 


The souls of the righteous are in the 
hand of God, 

And there shall no torment touch 
them. 

In the sight of the unwise they seemed 
to die; 

And their departure is taken for 
misery, 

And their going from us to be utter 
destruction; 

But they are in peace. 

For though they be punished in the 
sight of men, 

Yet is their hope full of immortality: 

God proved them, and found them 
worthy of himself. 

As gold in the furnace hath he tried 
them, 

And received them as a whole burnt 
offering. 

The Lord shall reign over them for- 
evermore, 

They that trust in him shall under- 
stand truth, 

And the faithful shall abide 

With him in love; 

Because grace and mercy are to his 
chosen. 

Wisdom iii. 1-6, 8-9. 
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Comfort the soul of thy servant: for 
unto thee, 

O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 

For thou, Lord, art good and gra- 
cious: and of great mercy unto all them 
that call upon thee. 

Give ear, Lord, unto my prayer: and 
ponder the voice of my humble desires. 

In the time of trouble I will call upon 
thee: for thou hearest me. 

Teach me thy way, O Lord, and I will 
walk in thy truth: 

O knit my heart unto thee, that I may 
fear thy Name. 

For thou, O Lord God, art full of 
compassion and mercy: 

Long-suffering, plenteous in goodness 
and truth. 

Ps. lxxxvi. 4-7, 11, 15 


(Book of Common Prayer). 


Come unto me, all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light. Matt. xi. 28-30. 


Children 


And the child was very sick. David 
therefore besought God for the child; 
and David fasted, and went in and lay 
all night upon the earth. And it came 
to pass upon the seventh day, that the 
child died. And the servants of David 
feared to tell him that the child was 
dead: for they said, Behold, while the 
child was yet alive, we spake unto him, 
and he would not hearken unto our 
voice: how will he then vex himself, if 
we tell him that the child is dead? But 
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when David saw that his servants 
whispered, David perceived that the 
child was dead: therefore David said 
unto his servants, Is the child dead? 
And they said, He is dead. Then David 
arose from the earth, and washed, and 
anointed himself, and changed his 
apparel, and came into the house of the 
Lord and worshipped: then he came to 
his own house, and did eat. Then said 
his servants unto him, What thing is this 
that thou hast done? thou didst fast and 
weep for the child, while it was yet alive; 
but when the child was dead, thou 
didst rise and eat bread. And he said, 
While the child was yet alive, I fasted 
and wept: for I said, Who can tell 
whether God will be gracious to me, that 
the child may live? But now he is dead, 
wherefore should I fast? Can I bring 
him back again? I shall go to him, but 
he shall not return to me. 2 Sam. xii. 
15-16, 18-23. > 


At the same time came the disciples 
unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven? And Jesus 
called a little child unto him, and set 
him in the midst of them, and said, 
Whosoever shall humble himself as this 
little child, the same is greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven. Take heed that ye 
despise not one of these little ones; for I 
say unto you, that in heaven their 
angels do always behold the face of my 
Father which is in heaven. Even so it is 
not the will of your Father which is in 
heaven, that one of these little ones 
should perish. Matt. xviii. 1-2, 4, 10, 14. 


And they brought young children to 
him, that he should touch them; and 
his disciples rebuked those that brought 
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them. But when Jesus saw it, he was 
much displeased, and said unto them, 
Suffer the little children to come unto 
_ me, and forbid them not; for of such is 
the kingdom of God. Verily I say unto 
you, Whosoever shall not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child, he shall 
not enter therein. And he took them 
up in his arms, put his hands upon them, 
and blessed them. Mark x. 13-16. 


Faithful Men and Women 


The memorial of virtue is immortal: 

Because it is known with God, and 
with men. 

When it is present, men take example 
at it; 

And when it is gone, they desire it: 

It weareth a crown, and triumpheth 
forever, 

Having gotten the victory, striving 
for undefiled rewards. 


Wisdom iv. 1-2. 


Lord, who shall abide in thy taber- 
nacle? 

Who shall dwell in thy holy hill? 

He that walketh uprightly, and work- 
eth righteousness, 

And speaketh the truth in his heart. 


Ps. xv. 1-2. 


Who shall ascend into the hill of the 
Lord? 

Or who shall stand in his holy place? 

He that hath clean hands, and a pure 
heart; 

Who hath not lifted up his soul unto_ 
vanity, 

Nor sworn deceitfully. 


He shall receive a blessing from the 
Lord, 
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And righteousness from the God of 
his salvation. 


Ps. xxiv. 3-5. 


A righteous man, though he die before 
his time, shall be at rest. 

For honorable age is not that which 
standeth in length of time, 

Nor is its measure given by number 
of years: 

But understanding is gray hairs unto 
men, 

And an unspotted life is ripe old age. 

Being found well-pleasing unto God 
he was beloved of him; 

Being made perfect in a little while, he 
fulfilled long years; 

For his soul was pleasing unto the 
Lord. 

Thus the righteous that are dead shall 
condemn the ungodly that are living; 

And youth that is soon perfected, the 
many years and old age of the un- 
righteous. 


Wisdom iv. 7-10, 13-14, 16. 


Who can find a virtuous woman? 

For her price is far above rubies. 

The heart of her husband doth safely 
trust in her. 

She will do him good and not evil 

All the days of her life. 

She stretcheth out her hand to the 
poor; 

Yea, she reacheth forth her hands to 
the needy. 

Her husband is known in the gates, 

When he sitteth among the elders of 
the land. 

Strength and honor are her clothing; 

And she shall rejoice in time to come. 

She openeth her mouth with wisdom; 
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And in her tongue is the law of kind- 
ness. 

She looketh well to the ways of her 
household, 

And eateth not the bread of idleness. 

Her children arise up, and call her 
blessed; 

Her husband also, and he praiseth 
her. 

Many daughters have done virtuously 

But thou excellest them all. 

Favor is deceitful, and beauty is vain: 

But a woman that feareth the Lord, 
she shall be praised. 

Give her of the fruit of her hands; 

And let her own works praise her in 
the gates. 


Prov. xxxi. 10-12, 20, 23, 25-31. 


The Wise and Great 


Let us now praise famous men, 

And our fathers that begat us. 

The Lord hath wrought great glory 
by them 

Through his great power from the 
beginning. 

Such as did bear rule in their king- 
doms, 

Men renowned for their power, 
Giving counsel by their understand- 
ing, ; 

And declaring prophecies: 

Leaders of the people by their 
counsels, 

And by their knowledge of learning 
meet for the people, 

Wise and eloquent in their instruc- 
tions: 

Such as found out musical tunes, 

And recited verses in writing: 

Rich men furnished with ability, 

Living peaceably in their habitations: 
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All these were honored in their 
generation, 

And were the glory of their times. 

There be of them, that have left a 
name behind them, 

That their praises might be reported. 

And some there be, which have no 
memorial. 

But these were merciful men, 

Whose righteousness hath not been 
forgotten. 

Their bodies are buried in peace; 

But their name liveth for evermore. 

The people will tell of their wisdom, 

And the congregation will show forth 
their praise. 

Ecclus. xliv. 1-9, 10, 14-15. 


And thus this man died, leaving his 
death for an example of a noble courage, 
and a memorial of virtue, not only unto 
young men, but unto all his nation. 
2 Mac. vi. 31. 


He that giveth his mind to the law of 
the Most High, 

And is occupied in the meditation 
thereof, 

Will seek out the wisdom of all the 
ancients, 

And be occupied in prophecies. 

He will keep the sayings of the 
renowned men: 

And where subtile parables are, he 
will be there also. 

He will seek out the secrets of grave 
sentences, 

And be conversant in dark parables. 

He shall serve among great men, 

And appear before princes: 

He will travel through strange coun- 
tries; 

For he hath tried the good and the 
evil among men. 
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He will give his heart to resort early 
to the Lord that made him, 

And will pray before the Most High, 

And will open his mouth in prayer, 

And make supplication for his sins. 

When the great Lord will, 

He shall be filled with the spirit of 
understanding: 

He shall pour out wise sentences, 

And give thanks unto the Lord in 
his prayer. 

He shall direct his counsel and 
knowledge, 

And in his secrets shall he meditate. 

He shall show forth that which he 
hath learned, 

And shall glory in the law of the covy- 
enant of the Lord. 

Many shall commend his under- 
standing; 

And so long as the world endureth, 
it shall not be blotted out; 

His memorial shall not depart away, 
_ And his name shall live from genera- 

tion to generation. 

Nations shall show forth his wisdom, 

And the congregation shall declare 
his praise. 

If he die, he shall leave a greater 
name than a thousand: 

And if he live, he shall increase it. 


Ecclus. xxxix. 1-11. 


Honor a physician with the honor 
due unto him, 

For the Lord hath created him. 

For of the Most High cometh healing. 

The skill of the physician shall lift 
up his head; 

And in the sight of great men he 
shall be in admiration. 

The Lord hath created medicines out 
of the earth; 
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And he hath given men skill, 
That he might be known in his mar- 
vellous works. 
Then give place to the physician, 
for the Lord hath created him. 
Ecclus. xxxviii. 1-4, 6. 


This man was instructed in the way 
of the Lord; and being fervent in the 
spirit, he spake and taught diligently 
the things of the Lord. Aets. xviii. 
25. For he was a good man, and full 
of the Holy Spirit and of faith: and 
much people was added unto the Lord. 
Acts xi. 24. And moreover, because 
the preacher was wise, he still taught 
the people knowledge; yea, he gave 
good heed, and sought out, and set in 
order many proverbs. The preacher 
sought to find out acceptable words, 
and that which was written uprightly, 
even «words of truth. Lcclus. xii. 
And they that be wise shall shine as 
the brightness of the firmament; and 
they that turn many to righteousness, 
as the stars for ever and ever. Dan. 
xii. 3. And when the chief Shepherd 
shall appear, ye shall receive a crown 
of glory that fadeth not away. 1 Peter 
v. 4. Mark the perfect man, and be- 
hold the upright: for the end of that 
man is peace. Ps. xxxyii. 37. 


The Aged 


What is man, and whereto serveth 
he? 

What is his good, and what is his evil? 

As a drop of water from the sea, and 
a pebble from the sand. 

So are a thousand years to the days 
of eternity. 

But the merey of the Lord is upon 
all flesh; © 
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Therefore is God patient with them, 


And poureth forth his mercy upon 
them. Ecclus. xviii. 8, 10, 11, 13. 


They cry unto the Lord in their 
trouble, 


And he bringeth them out of their 
distresses. 


He maketh the storm a calm. 

So that the waves thereof are still. 

Then are they glad because they be 
quiet; 

So he bringeth them unto their de- 
sired haven. Ps. evii. 28-30. 


How beautiful a thing is judgment 
for gray hairs, and for elders to know 
counsel. 


How beautiful is the wisdom of old 
men, 


And thought and counsel to men 
that are in honor. 


Much experience is the crown of old 
men; 


And their glorying is the fear of the 
Lord. Ecclus. xxv. 5-6. 


Those that be planted in the house 
of the Lord 


Shall flourish in the courts of our God. 


They shall still bring forth fruit in 
old age. Ps. xcii. 13-14. 


The hoary head is a crown of glory, 


If it be found in the way of righteous- 
ness. Prov. xvi. 31. 
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As the clear light is upon the holy 
candlestick, 

So is the beauty of the face in ripe 
age. Ecclus. xxvi. 17. 


Thine age shall be clearer than the 
noonday; 

Thou shalt shine forth, thou shalt 
be as the morning. Job xi. 17. 


Thou shalt come to thy grave in a 
full age, 

Like as a shock of corn cometh in 
in his season. Job v. 26. 


Love 


God is love; and he that dwelleth in 
love dwelleth in God, and God in him. 
Herein is our love made perfect, that. 
we may have boldness in the day of 
judgment. There is no fear in love; 
but perfect love casteth out fear. 1 
John iv. 16-18. Herein is my Father 
glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so 
shall ye be my disciples. As the Father 
hath loved me, so have I loved you: 
continue ye in my love. If ye keep my 
commandments, ye shall abide in my 
love; even as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments, and abide in his love. 
These things have I spoken unto you, 
that my joy might remain in you, and 
that your joy might be full. John xv. 
Behl 


Though I speak with the tongues of 
men and of angels, but have not love, 
I am become sounding brass, or a 
clanging cymbal. And if I have the 
gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries 
and all knowledge; and if I have all 
faith, so as to remove mountains, but 
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have not love, I am nothing. And if I 
bestow all my goods to feed the poor, 
and if I give my body to be burned, 
but have not love, it profiteth me noth- 
ing. Love suffereth long, and is kind; 
love envieth not; love vaunteth not 
itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave 
itself unseemly, seeketh not its own, 
is not provoked, taketh not account of 
evil; rejoiceth not in unrighteousness, 
but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all 
things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things, endureth all things. Love never 
faileth; but whether there be prophe- 
cies, they shall be done away; 
whether there be tongues, they shall 
cease; whether there be knowledge, it 
shall be done away. But now abideth 
faith, hope, love, these three; and the 
greatest of these is love. 1 Cor. xiii. 
185018; 


Herein is my Father glorified, that 
ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my 
disciples. As the Father hath loved 
me, so have I loved you: continue ye 
in my love. If ye keep my command- 
ments, ye shall abide in my love; even 
as I have kept my Father’s command- 
ments, and abide in his love. These 
things have I spoken unto you, that 
my joy might remain in you, and that 
your joy might be full. Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends. Ye are 
my friends, if ye do whatsoever I 
command you. Henceforth I call you 
not servants; for the servant knoweth 
not what his lord doeth: but I have 
called you friends. John xv. 8-15. 
And we have known and believed the 
love that God hath to us. God is love; 
and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth 
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in God, and God in him. Herein is 
our love made perfect, that we may 
have boldness in the day of judgment: 
because as he is, so are we in this world. 
There is no fear in love; but perfect 
love casteth out fear: because fear hath 
torment. He that feareth is not made 
perfect in love. We love him, because 
he first loved us. He that loveth not 
his brother whom he hath seen, how 
ean he love God whom he hath not 
seen? And this commandment have 
we from him, that he who loveth God 
love his brother also. 1 John iv. 16-21. 


Service and Devotion 


When the ear heard me, then it 
blessed me; 

And when the eye saw me, it gave 
witness to me: 

Because I delivered the poor that 
cried, 

And the fatherless, and him that had 
none to help him. 

The blessing of him that was ready 
to perish came upon me: 

And I caused the widow’s heart to 
sing for joy. 

I put on righteousness, and it clothed 
me: 

My judgment was as a robe and a 
diadem. 

I was eyes to the blind, 

And feet was I to the lame. 

I was a father to the poor: 

And the cause which I knew not I 
searched out. 

Unto me men gave ear, and waited. 

And kept silence at my counsel. 

And they waited for me as for the 
rain; 
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And they opened their mouth as for 
the latter rain. 
Job xxix. 11-16, 21, 23. 


Then shall the King say, Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you from the founda- 
tion of the world: for I was an hungered, 
and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and 
ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and 
ye took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: 
I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in 
prison, and ye came unto me. Then 
shall the righteous answer him, saying, 
Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, 
and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee 
drink? Or when saw we thee sick, or in 
prison, and came unto thee? And the 
King shall answer and say unto them, 
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me. Matt. xxv. 34-37, 39-40. 


Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant: thou hast been faithful over a 
few things, I will make thee ruler over 
many things: enter thou into the joy of 
thy lord. Matt. xxv. 21. Who then is a 
faithful and wise servant, whom his 
lord hath made ruler over his household, 
to give them meat in due season? 
Blessed is that servant, whom his lord 
when he cometh shall find so doing. 
Matt. xxiv. 45-46. 


He that findeth his life shall lose it: 
and he that loseth his life for my sake 
shall find it. He that receiveth you 
receiveth me; and he that receiveth me 
receiveth him that sent me. He that 
receiveth a prophet in the name of a 
prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward; 
and he that receiveth a righteous man in 
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the name of a righteous man shall 
receive a righteous man’s reward. And 
whosoever shall give to drink unto one 
of these little ones a cup of cold water 
only in the name of a disciple, verily I 
say unto you, he shall in no wise lose 
his reward. Matt. x. 39-42. 


The Life of the Spirit 


Blessed are the poor in spirit: for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed 
are they that mourn: for they shall be 
comforted. Blessed are the meek: for 
they shall inherit the earth. Blessed 
are they which do hunger and thirst 
after righteousness: for they shall be 
filled. Blessed are the merciful: for they 
shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the 
pure in heart: for they shall see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers: for they 
shall be called the children of God. 
Blessed are they which are persecuted 
for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Maitt. v. 3-10. 

The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance. If 
we live in the spirit, let us also walk in 
the spirit. Gal. v. 22-23, 25. 


The Life Everlasting 


Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love him. But 
God hath revealed them unto us by 
his spirit: for the spirit searcheth all 
things, yea, «the deep things of God. 
1 Cor. ii. 9-10. For which cause we 
faint not; but though our outward 
man perish, yet the inward man is 
renewed day by day; while we look 
not at the things which are seen, but 
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at the things which are not seen: for 
the things which are seen are temporal; 
but the things which are not seen are 
eternal. 2 Cor. iv. 16,18. If God be 
for us, who can be against us? Nay, in 
all these things we are more than con- 
querors through him that loved us. 
For I am persuaded, that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Rom. viii. 
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But some will say, How are the dead 
raised? and with what body do they 
come? That which thou sowest is not 
quickened, except it die: and that 
which thou sowest, thou sowest not 
that body that shall be, but bare grain, 
it may chance of wheat, or of some other 
grain: but God giveth it a body as it 
hath pleased him, and to every seed 
his own body. So also is the resurrec- 
tion of the dead. It is sown in corrup- 
tion, it is raised in incorruption: it is 
sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory: 
it is sown in weakness, it is raised in 
power: it is sown a natural body, it 
is raised a_ spiritual body. There 
is a natural body, and there is a 
spiritual body. And as we have borne 
the image of the earthy, we shall also 
bear the image of the heavenly. For 
this corruptible must put on incorrup- 
tion, and this mortal must put on im- 
mortality, so when this mortal shall 
have put on immortality, then shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is 
written, Death is swallowed up in 
victory. O death, where is thy sting? 
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O grave, where is thy victory? The 
sting of death is sin; but thanks be to 
God, who giveth us the victory. There- 
fore, my beloved brethren, be ye stead- 
fast, unmoveable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as 
ye know that your labor is not in vain 
in the Lord. 1 Cor. xv. 35-38, 42-44, 
49, 53-58. 


Let not your heart be troubled: ye 
believe in God, believe also in me. In 
my Father’s house are many mansions: 
if it were not so, I would have told you. 
I go to prepare a place for you. And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again, and receive you unto 
myself; that where I am, there ye may 
be also. Peace I leave with you, my 
peace I give unto you: not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid. John xiv. 1-3, 27. 


And I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth; for the first heaven and the first 
earth were passed away; and there 
. was no more sea. And I heard a great 
voice out of heaven saying, Behold, 
the tabernacle of God is with men, and 
he will dwell with them, and they shall 
be his people, and God himself shall be 
with them, and be their God. Rev. 
xxi. 1, 3. They shall hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more, neither shall 
the sun light on them, nor any heat. 
And God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes. Rev. vii. 16-17. And there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, 
nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain: for the former things have 
passed away. Behold, I make all things 
new. I am Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the end. I will give 
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unto him that is athirst of the fountain 
of the water of life freely. He that 
overcometh shall inherit all things; 
and I will be his God, and he shall be 
my son. Rev. xxi. 4-7. I am Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the end, 
the first and last. Blessed are they 
that do his commandments, that they 
may have right to the tree of life, and 
may enter in through the gates into the 
city. Rev. xxii. 13-14. 


At the conclusion of the reading the minister 
may give a short address, or sermon, if the 
occasion requires tt, after which he may read 
one or more of the following prayers, or 
may offer prayer in his own words. After 
the prayer a concluding hymn may be sung, 
followed by the benediction, and the conclud- 
ing chant, if desired. 


PRAYERS 


The Company of the Blessed 


O loving Father of all mankind, in 
whose eternal love do rest the spirits 
of all thy children, we praise and bless 
thy name for the great company of 
those who, having walked with thee 
in this life, have gone before us into 
thy world of light. Thou hast encom- 
passed us about with a mighty cloud 
of witnesses, thy saints and prophets, 
aged men and gracious women and 
little children, all those most dear who, 
though they be invisible to our out- 
ward eye, yet speak within our hearts 
of truth and love and peace. Grant us 
grace, we pray thee, to be worthy of so 
great a heritage, that through’ our 
weakness and our sin we fall not away 
from the path wherein they have out- 
stripped us in the heavenly race. Unto 
thee do we commend the souls of our 
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beloved, for thy mercy never faileth: 
unto thee do we turn in all our sorrows, 
for from thee alone cometh our comfort 
and consolation: and in thee is our 
hope that thou wilt bring us where there 
is prepared for us a home that shall 
never pass away. Amen. 


God our Strength 


Almighty and most merciful Father, 
in whose tender love do rest the spirits 
of thy children, we turn unto thee for 
courage and strength and peace. Thou 
art the great Deep in whom our souls 
find life; unto thee our steps return in 
the hour of death. Whether we live 
or die, thou, O Lord, art forever at 
hand to sustain, to comfort and to bless. 
In thy name we bless this thy child who 
has gone from our sight, and we give 
thanks for every memory of joy and 
love, of courage and of duty well ful- 
filled, which gathers about him (her). 
And grant, we pray, thy blessing upon 
us also. Grant us in our weakness the 
strength which thou alone canst give; 
send the stillness of thy peace to sub- 
due the tumult of our grieving; and 
though we now walk in darkness and 
in anguish, give us the triumphant faith 
which looks for the dawning of thy light. 
And above all, teach us that alike in life 
and in death, in this world and in the 
world to come, we are forever thine, and 
that naught can separate us from thy 
love. Grant this for thine infinite 
mercy’s sake. Amen. 


God the Light Eternal 


O God of light eternal, we look to 
thee. Though clouds are round about 
thee and the shadow lies upon us here, 
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we know that thy mercy is undimmed; 
and with perfect trust we wait for thee, 
as those whose eyes watch for the morn- 
ing. Do with us as thou wilt: call us 
to our work or to our rest; bid us take 
up our burden or lay it down. Abide 
with us by night and day; and be our 
strength to do and bear thy perfect will. 
Amen. 


Helper of the Helpless 


O God, thou helper of the helpless, 
look upon this sorrowing home with 
thy tender mercy; sustain and com- 
fort these mourning hearts. In thy 
holy keeping are the living and the 
dead; and all are safe, for underneath 
are the: everlasting arms. Give us 
strength to return to the duties of our 
appointed place. With chastened de- 
sires, and with greater trust in thee, 
may we dedicate ourselves anew to the 
service of thy will; that, in the faith 
and spirit of him who was made perfect 
through suffering, each of us may be 
ready to say, whenever the hour shall 
come, “‘Father, I have finished the work 
which thou gavest me to do.”” Amen. 


God the Consoler 


Almighty God, although to our mor- 
tal vision thy ways are often dark and 
strange, thy love and thy mercy do not 
fail. As the shadow of a great affliction 
spreads over this house and these hearts, 
we invoke thy help that in the sorrow- 
ful and lonely hours we may still feel 
thy presence with us. Bring to us in 
this hour of loss and grief the comfort- 
ing hope of immortality, and may thy 
Holy Spirit, the Comforter, abide with 
us forever. Amen. 


(42) 


It 


The Life of the Spirit 


Eternal God, Father of all spirits, 
we come to thee in this hour because 
we need thy consolation and strength. 
Breathe thy peace into our hearts, and 
remove from us all fear of death. Help 
us to perceive that we live in a spiritual 
world, and that while the things that 
are seen are temporal and pass away, 
the unseen things of the spirit are real 
and eternal; and give to us a blessed 
sense of thine eternal love which holds 
us all. Amen. 


After the Death of a Child 


O God the All-merciful, our hearts 
are bowed before thee in bitter anguish. 
For this child we prayed, and thou 
didst send thy great gift of love upon 
earth to make glad our hearts. And 
now, though we have longed with a 
great longing to hold him (her) fast, 
thou hast taken thy child again into 
thine own tender arms. While he (she) 
was with us yet he (she) was thine: 
now that he (she) is gone from us, 
whither we shall presently follow him 
(her), he (she) is no less thine. To our 
eyes the way seems darkened, and we 
stretch out our arms unto thee, as chil- 
dren in the night who have no language 
but a cry. Yet we know that the paths 
of life and of death lead alike unto thee, 
and that thou dost hold within one 
encircling providence both those who 
walk upon earth and those who have 
gone from our sight. 

Though we be blinded so that we see 
not beyond the veil of death, give us 
at least hearts to thank thee for the 
gift which, for a little while, thou didst 
grant unto us; for the love and tender- 
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ness which this thy child called forth 
from those about him (her), for the 
clinging memories which are now be- 
come so precious. Teach us to turn 
even our sorrow into a blessing, as it 
draws us out of ourselves into a wider 
sympathy and deeper love for other 
lives. May our common grief bind us 
more closely to one another, that in 
mutual sympathy and affection we may 
find strength and comfort. 

And do thou open our eyes to see 
more deeply into the life of the spirit, 
that we may attain to a larger knowl- 
edge of the things which, being eternal, 
can never die or pass away. Grant unto 
us the heart of the little child, innocent 
of wrong, full of trust and love, that we 
too may find the kingdom of heaven 
within us; and bring us at last, with 
those whom we have loved through 
long years, one shepherd and one fold, 
unto thine eternal peace. Amen. 


Thanksgwing for the Righteous Dead 


Our Father in heaven, we thank thee 
for all who have walked in thy light, 
and especially for those near to us and 
dear, in whose lives we have seen thine 
excellent glory and beauty. May we 
know that out of the body as in the 
body they are with thee, and that, 
when these earthly days come to an 
end, it is not that our service of thee 
and of one another may cease, but that 
it may begin anew. Make us glad in 
all who have faithfully lived; make us 
glad in all who have peacefully died. 
Lift us into light and love and purity 
and blessedness; and give us at last our 
portion with those who have trusted 
in thee, and sought in all things to do 
thy holy will. And unto thy blessed 
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name do we ascribe all honor and glory, 
world without end. Amen. 


The True and Lasting Light 


Almighty God, our only true and 
lasting light, look upon us with thy 
constant mercy; when our eyes no 
longer behold those whom we have 
loved, we turn to thee. Strengthen our 
faith that though gone from our sight, 
they are in some other of thy many 
mansions; and that one day the door 
of death shall open, and we, passing 
through, shall behold them radiant 
with thy light. Comfort us, strengthen 
us, guide us to the end and afterward 
receive us to thy glory. Amen. 


The Soul’s True Home 


O merciful and gracious Lord, lift 
up our hearts to that world which is 
the soul’s true home, and grant that 
with the loosing of these earthly ties 
we may care more for the things of 
eternal life; so that when our call shall 
come, we may leave this world in peace, 
having been faithful over that to which 
thou hast appointed us, and being ready 
to enter into the company of the blessed, 
and to share the eternal joys of thy 
kingdom. Amen. 


Divine Guidance 


Almighty God, Lord of all saints and 
of all souls, look upon us, and so guide 
and govern us by thy spirit that we 
may come at last to take part with 
that great host who, looking back upon 
the way in which they have been led, 
praise and magnify thy holy name. 

Amen. 
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If so desired, a hymn may be sung at the 
conclusion of the prayers, or the benediction 
may be followed by the chant, “Lord, now 
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace.” 


BENEDICTION 


The peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding, keep your hearts 
and minds in the knowledge and love 
of God, and the blessing of God, the 
Father Almighty, be with you and abide 
among you forever. Amen. 

or 

The peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, that peace which the 
world can neither give nor take away, 
abide with you to bless you, this day 
and forevermore. Amen. 

or 

Now the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace, that ye may abound 
in hope, through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

or 

The Lord bless us and keep us; the 
Lord make his face to shine upon us, 
and be gracious unto us; the Lord lift 
up his countenance upon us, and give 
us peace. Amen. 


COMMITTAL SERVICE 


Standing beside the grave, the minister may 

read one or more of the following sentences 

and the committal sentence; may then offer 

a brief prayer in his own words or read one 

of the prayers printed below; and close with 
the benediction. 


In the midst of life we are in death. 
Of whom may we seek for succor but 
of thee, O Lord, in whom our souls do 
rest. Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets 
of our hearts; shut not thy merciful ear 
to our prayer; suffer us not at our last 
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hour, for any pains of death, to fall 
from thee. 


All flesh is grass, and all the goodli- 
ness thereof is as the flower of the field: 
the grass withereth, the flower fadeth; 
because the spirit of the Lord bloweth 
upon it. The grass withereth, the 
flower fadeth: but the word of our God 
shall stand for ever. Jsa. xl. 6-8. 


We know in part, and we prophesy 
in part. But when that which is perfect 
is come, then that which is in part shall 
be done away. For now we see through 
a glass, darkly; but then face to face: 
now I know in part; but then shall I 
know even as also I am known. 1 Cor. 
xii. 9; 10, 12. 


We have here no continuing city, 
but we seek one to come. For we know 
that, if our earthly house of this tab- 
ernacle be dissolved, we have a build- 
ing of God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. Heb. 
xin. 14; 2 Cor.. v. 1. 


Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord: Even so, saith the Spirit; for 
they rest from their labors; and their 
works do follow them. Rev. xiv. 13. 


Committal 


Forasmuch as it hath pleased AI- 
mighty God to take unto himself the 
soul of his child, we therefore commit 
the body to the ground, earth to earth, 
ashes to ashes, dust to dust (or, to the 
purifying flame), in the blessed hope 
that, as he (she) has borne the image 
of the earthly, so also he (she) shall 
bear the image of the heavenly. 
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or 

Cherishing memories that are sacred, 
and embracing hopes that defy death, 
we tenderly put away all that is mortal 
of this our loved one, earth to earth, 
dust to dust, ashes to ashes, trusting 
that what is excellent, as God lives, 
is permanent. 


PRAYERS 


Our Father in heaven, out of thy 
heart of love came forth thy child: 
unto thy love we now return thy blessed 
gift, for though our bodies go again 
unto the earth from which they sprang, 
our souls are ever in thy hand. Thine 
are we, both now and evermore, and 
thou dost still hold within thy tender 
care the spirit which has passed beyond 
our sight. For thou art our eternal 
refuge, and nothing, either in life or in 
death, shall separate from thine infi- 
nite love the soul which rests in thee. 

Amen. 
or 


O God, our heavenly Father, who 
art leading us through the changes of 
time to the rest and blessedness of 
eternity, be thou near to us, to comfort 
and uphold. Make us to know and 
feel that thy children are precious in 
thy sight, and that they live evermore 
with thee, and that thy mercy endureth 
forever. Thankful for the life which 
thou didst give us for a season, may 
we now resign it unto thee. May we 
return to the scenes of our daily life, 
to obey thy will with faithfulness, and 
to bear our trials in the patience of 
faith and hope. And when the peace 
of death falls upon us, may we find our 
perfect rest in thee. Amen. 
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Our Father who art in heaven, 


hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 


come; thy will be done on earth, as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our tres- 
passes, as we forgive those who tres- 
pass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


BENEDICTION 


The peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of 
God, and the blessing of God, the 
Father Almighty, be with you and 
abide among you forever. Amen. 

or 


The peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, that peace which the 
world can neither give nor take away, 
abide with you to bless you, this day 
and forevermore. Amen. 

or 

Now the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace, that ye may abound 
in hope, through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 
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A SERVICE FOR THE BAPTISM OF CHILDREN 


Opening sentences and passages from 
Scripture, one or more of which may be 
read by the minister: 


The mercy of the Lord is from ever- 
lasting to everlasting upon them that 
fear him, and his righteousness unto 
children’s children; to such as keep his 
covenant, and to those that remember 
his commandments to do them. Ps. 
cil. 17. 

The promise is unto you, and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, 
even as many as the Lord our God shall 
eall. Acts ii. 39. 

The Lord our God is one Lord: and 
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thine heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy might. And these 
words, which I command thee this day, 
shall be in thine heart: and thou shalt 
teach them diligently unto thy children, 
and shalt talk of them when thou sittest 
in thine house, and when thou walkest 
by the way, and when thou liest down, 
and when thou risest up. Deut. vi. 4-7. 

And they brought: young children 
to Jesus, that he should touch them; 
and his disciples rebuked those that 
brought them. But when Jesus saw 
it, he was much displeased, and said 
unto them, Suffer the little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not; 
for of such is the kingdom of God. 
Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall 
not receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child, he shall not enter therein. 
And he took them up in his arms, put 


(50) 


his hands upon them, and blessed them. 
Mark x. 13-16. 

At the same time came the disciples 
unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven? And Jesus 
called a little child unto him, and set 
him in the midst of them, and said, 
Verily I say unto you, except ye be con- 
verted, and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. Take heed that ye despise 
not one of these little ones; for I say 
unto you that in heaven their angels do 
always behold theface of my Father 
which is in heaven. Whosoever therefore 
shall humble himself as this little child, 
the same is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. And whoso shall receive one 
such little child in my name receiveth 
me. Matt. xviii. 1-3, 10, 4-5. 


Then the minister, addressing the parents, 
may say: 

Dearly beloved: in bringing this 
child to be received, by the ancient 
symbol of baptism, into the fellowship 
of the Church Universal, you acknowl- 
edge that (he) is the gift of God, en- 
trusted to your care, and you declare 
your desire and purpose to bring (him) 
up, according to your best endeavor, 
in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. To this end will you teach (him) 
by precept and example, as God shall 
help you, to walk in the way of truth, 
righteousness and love? 


Then shall each parent say: 


IT will. 


If there be godparents or sponsors for the 

child, the minister may thus address them: 
Will you, as sponsors for this child, 
ever bear in mind the tender and solemn 
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duty which you here undertake? Will 
you trust, befriend and love (him)? 
Will you endeavor always to guide (him) 
in the paths of Christian discipleship? 


Then shall each of the sponsors say: 


I will. 


Then the minister may say to the parents 
(and sponsors): 


Remember, when this child shall 
have reached years of discretion so that 
(he) can of (his) own will acknowledge 
(his) obligation to God and man, that 
you lead (him) to confirm the desire 
and purpose of this hour. 

Now, in the name of God, we pledge 
this child the guardian love and care 
of this church: we receive (him) into 
the congregation of Christ’s flock: we 
pray that (he) may abide in the fellow- 
ship of the Church Universal. 


Then the minister may say to the parents: 
Name this child. 


Then, repeating the name, he shall baptize 
the child, saying: 


N., I baptize thee in the name 
of God our heavenly Father, and into 
the faith and fellowship of the gospel 
of Jesus. 

Or this: 


N., I consecrate thee to God, to 
the keeping of his love and to the 
service of his truth. 


Or this: 


N., I baptize thee in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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The minister may then offer prayer in his 
own words, or may use one or more of the 
following prayers: 


Our heavenly Father, the source of 
all life and the giver of increase, may 
thy continual blessing rest upon this 
child, throughout all (his) days. We 
ask for (him) that the common way of 
life may be lighted by thy truth, and 
the common experience of mankind be 
transfigured by thy love. With grow- 
ing stature and with increasing wisdom 
may (he) keep the simplicity of heart 
that is in Christ. Amen. 


Our Father in heaven, who art the 
source of all life and the giver of every 
good and perfect gift, we lift up our 
hearts in thanksgiving that thou hast 
sent this little child upon the earth, 
to be a living witness of thy power and 
love. We here consecrate (him) to 
thee in the name of Jesus Christ, pray- 
ing that as (he) shall increase in strength 
and stature, (he) may, by thy favor, 
grow also in true wisdom and grace. 
Grant that upon (him) there may rest 
all those sweet and holy influences that 
have made pure and fragrant the lives 
of those who have gone before (him), 
and cause (him) to walk as one who 
has inherited a blessing. And_ bless 
those who have charge over (him), 
that their hearts being illumined alike 
by the benediction of the past and the 
inspiration of the future, they may 
guide the steps of this child into paths 
of righteousness and peace, so that in 
prosperity or adversity, in happiness or 
sorrow, (he) may be to them a source 
of comfort and joy. And give to each 
of us the spirit of a little child, that 
we may humbly trust in thee, and live 
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as faithful disciples of him who came 
not to be ministered unto but to 
minister. Amen. 


Endue these thy servants, O God, 
with wisdom from above, that they 
may perform their duty faithfully. 
Help them in thine own best way to 
consecrate to thy service these gifts of 
thy goodness. By thy holy Spirit aid 
them, and all who are here present, so 
to live before thee in love and obedience 
as finally to see thy face in joy and peace 
eternal. Amen. 


Almighty and ever-blessed God, by 
whose providence the generations of 
mankind are raised up and brought to 
knowledge of thee and fitted for thy 
favor, bless this act of faith, as, in 
gratitude for thy gift, these parents 
solemnly consecrate this child to thy 
service, promising thereby, with thy 
grace assisting them, to fulfil the duties 
thou hast laid upon them. Grant that 
this child now dedicated to thee may 
be endued with heavenly virtue, and 
so taught and trained as befits a child 
of God and an heir of immortality. 
In every trial and temptation be thou 
(his) protector, and guard (him) on 
earth until thou dost receive (him) to 
thyself. Amen. 


Let it be with reverence, O God, our 
Father, that we undertake the sacred 
task which thou hast committed to our 
charge. Help us ever to look to thee 
for the patience and discernment we 
shall need to fulfil the obligation which 
our hearts acknowledge. Help us to 
make the needful preparation for our 
task by cleansing our own hearts, and 
by reviving our loyalty to all that is 
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fair and generous and true. Thou 
knowest the depth of our love: grant 
that our love’ may be enlightened by 
spiritual insight and sympathy, that 
this gift of thine may suffer no harm 
at our hands, that to this purity we 
may add wisdom, to this innocence 
strength to do thy will. Amen. 


The minister may conclude with the Lord’s 
Prayer, those present joining 
audibly: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our tres- 
passes, as we forgive those who tres- 
pass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 


BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon 
you, and be gracious unto you; the 
Lord lift up his countenance upon you, 
and give you peace. Amen. 


Or this: 


God be with us as he was with our 
fathers, that his ways may be known 
unto our children, his saving health 
unto all peoples. Amen. 

Or this: 

Now let thy work, O Lord, appear 
unto thy servants, and thy glory upon 
their children: and let the beauty of 
the Lord our God be upon us, and 
establish thou the work of our hands 
upon us, yea, the work of our hands 
establish thou it. Amen. 
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COMMUNION SERVICE 


The minister, standing at the communion 
table, may read one or more of the follow- 
ing introductory sentences: 


The Spirit and the bride say, Come. 
And let him that heareth say, Come. 
And let him that is athirst come. And 
whosoever will, let him take the water 
of life freely. Rev. xxii. 17. 

Whosoever will be chief among you, 
let him be your servant; even as the 
Son of man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister. Matt. xx. 27-28. 

Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his 
friends. Ye are my friends, if ye do 
whatsoever I command you. Hence- 
forth I call you not servants; for the 
servant knoweth not what his lord 
doeth: but I have called you friends; 
for all things that I have heard of my 
Father I have made known unto you. 
John xv. 18-15. 

Beloved, let us love one another: 
for love is of God; and every one that 
loveth is born of God, and knoweth 
God. 1 John iv. 7. 

If thou bring thy gift to the altar, 
and there rememberest that thy brother 
hath aught against thee; leave there 
thy gift before the altar, and go thy 
way; first be reconciled to thy brother, 
and then come and offer thy gift. 
Matt. v. 23-24. 

If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross 
daily, and follow me. For whosoever 
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will save his life shall lose it: but who- 
soever will lose his life for my sake, 
the same shall save it. Luke ix. 23-24. 

It is the spirit that quickeneth; the 
flesh profiteth nothing: the words that 
I speak unto you, they are spirit, and 
they are life. John vi. 63. 

Abide in me, and I in you. As the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
except it abide in the vine; no more 
can ye, except ye abide in me. I am 
the vine, ye are the branches. He that 
abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit. John xv. 
4-5. 

Behold, I stand at the door, and 
knock: if any man hear my voice, and 
open the door, I will come in to him, 
and will sup with him, and he with me. 
Rev. iii. 20. 


Here may follow other portions of Scripture 
and an address. A hymn may then be sung, 
or, omitting the hymn, the service may pro- 
ceed with the use of one of the following 
exhortations, to be said by the minister: 


Dearly beloved, we have received 
it, that on the night before he died, as 
he supped with his disciples in an upper 
chamber, Jesus took bread and broke 
it before them, likening it unto his 
crucified body, and poured out wine 
as a visible parable of the shedding of 
his blood. As we repeat this act with 
reverence, may the spirit which kept 
him steadfast, though foreseeing death, 
be quickened in us. We remember 
also that Christians in all ages have 
partaken of the bread and wine as a 
sign of their fellowship. May the sym- 
bol of love crown the parable of loyalty, 
and, in communion with Jesus and all 
faithful servants of God who have 
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counted not their lives more dear than 
the triumphs of the spirit, let us seek 
the Lord in prayer that we may re- 
ceive strength to overcome the trials 
and temptations of this world. 


Or this: 


Let us come to the table of the Lord 
to seek a Presence and to pray for a 
spirit; let us come not because we are 
strong, but because we are weak; let 
us come to testify not that we are 
righteous, but that in our frailty and 
our sin we stand in constant need of 
Heaven’s mercy and help; let us come 
to consecrate anew our lives to the 
Christian obedience and service, and 
to find strength to do and to bear the 
blessed will of God. 


The minister may then use the following 
prayer, in whole or in part: 


Let us pray. 

O God, our heavenly Father, grant 
that this service may be profitable to 
all who partake of it, for the sanctifi- 
cation of body and soul, for fruit- 
fulness in good works, and for the 
establishing of thy Holy Church. 

We remember in this our communion, 
and beseech thee to bless, the multi- 
tudes of every name who are joined 
with us in one household of faith, our 
brethren and sisters in Christ through- 
out the world. 

We remember those who have fallen 
asleep, in the joyful hope of life eternal. 
O Lord, refresh their spirits with the 
light of thy countenance. 

We remember the fathers from the 
beginning of the world, and all who have 
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wrought righteousness, even down to 
the present day. Refresh thou their 
spirits, and give them abundant en- 
trance into the joy of our Lord. And 
grant unto us, O God, that we may 
have our part and lot with all thy saints. 

We remember all such as journey, 
and them that sojourn in strange lands. 
May it please thee to abide with them 
wheresoever they may abide, and when 
they travel, to bring them in safety 
to their desired haven. 

We remember all who are sick and 
in distress, all who suffer in body or in 
mind, all who are in prison and in bonds, 
as bound with them, and as sufferers 
with them; we bear them in our hearts 
and pray for their relief. 

We remember our enemies, if there 
be any who have injured us, or cherish 
hatred against us. We beseech thee 
to turn their hearts, that we may live 
peaceably with all men. May we freely 
forgive all who have wronged us; and 
if there be any whom we have wronged, 
may we make amends and seek forgive- 
ness. 

We remember the whole family of 
man, beseeching thee that the spirits 
of all flesh may taste of thy grace, and 
that the ends of the earth may see 
the salvation of our God. Amen. 


The minister and the people may then use 
one or the other of the following responsive 
readings: 


Minister: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up unto the 
Lord. 

Minister: Let us give thanks unto 
our Lord God. 

People: It is meet and right so to do. 
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Minister: It is very meet, right, and 
our bounden duty, that we should at 
all times, and in all places, give thanks 
unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Al- 
mighty, Everlasting God. 

People, standing with the minister: 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we laud and magnify thy glorious name; 
evermore praising thee, and saying, 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory: 
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 

Amen. 


Or this (the people seated): 


Minister: Blessed are the poor in 
spirit: 

People: For theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 

Minister: Blessed are they that 
mourn: 

People: For they shall be comforted. 

Minister: Blessed are the meek: 

People: For they shall inherit the 
earth. 

Minister: Blessed are they which do 
hunger and thirst after righteousness: 
People: For they shall be filled. 

Minister: Blessed are the merciful: 

People: For they shall obtain mercy. 

Minister: Blessed are the pure in 
heart: 

People: For they shall see God. 

Minister: Blessed are the peace- 
makers: 

People: For they shall be called the 
children of God. 

Minister: Blessed are they which 
are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: 

People: For theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 

Minister: Thou shalt love the Lord 
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thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 

People: This is the first and great 
commandment. 

Minister: And the second is like unto 
it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself. 

People: On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets. 


Then the minister, having broken the bread, 
may say: 


The Lord Jesus, the same night in 
which he was betrayed, took bread: 
and when he had given thanks, he brake 
it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body 
which is broken for you: this do in 
remembrance of me. 

Let us pray. 

We give thanks to thee, our Father, 
for the life and knowledge which thou 
hast made known to us through Jesus, 
thy servant; to thee be the glory for- 
ever. As this broken bread was scat- 
tered abroad over the mountains, and 
being gathered together became one, 
so let thy church be gathered together 
from the ends of the earth into thy 
kingdom. For thine is the glory and 
the power forever. Amen. 


Then the minister, having filled the cup, 
may say: 


After the same manner also he took 
the cup, when he had supped, saying, 
This cup is the new testament in my 
blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 

Let us pray. 

We give thanks to thee, our Father, 
for thy holy name which thou hast 
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caused to dwell in our hearts, and for 
the knowledge and faith in immortal- 
ity which thou hast made known to us 
through Jesus, thy servant: to thee be 
the glory forever. Thou, Almighty 
Father, hast created all things: both 
food and drink hast thou given unto 
men to enjoy, that they might give 
thanks to thee; but to us hast thou 
granted spiritual food and drink, and 
life eternal through thy servant. Be- 
fore all things we give thanks to thee 
that thou art mighty; to thee be the 
glory forever. Remember, Lord, thy 
church, to deliver it from every evil, 
and to make it perfect in thy love: and 
gather it together from the four winds, 
the holy Church Universal, into thy 
kingdom which thou hast prepared for 
it. For thine is the power and the 
glory forever. Amen. 


The minister may then deliver the bread to 
the people, saying: 


Take and eat this in remembrance 
of Christ. ‘ 


Afterward, delivering the eup to the people 
after the manner customary in the church 
in which he serves, he may say: 


Drink this in remembrance of Christ. 


Then may follow a brief period of silent 

prayer, or the minister may offer prayer in 

his own words, or may read one or more of 

the following prayers, ending with the 
Lord’s Prayer: 


O God, thou hast set us in the train 
of many martyrs and holy men; and 
given us, as author and finisher of our 
faith, one who offered himself a living 
and dying sacrifice. We are not our 
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own, but thine. Freely may we crucify 
our shrinking will, surrender ourselves 
to the uttermost claims of thy spirit, 
and seek no peace but in harmony with 
thee. Amen. 


Grant unto us, Almighty God, that 
we, communing with one another and 
with thee, may feel our hearts burn 
within us, until all pure and just and 
holy things are lovely to us, and we 
find nothing to fear but that which is 
hateful in thine eyes. Let thy peace 
possess our souls, while we look to thy 
loving kindness and tender mercy to 
lift us above that which is low and 
mean; and at last, give to the spirit 
within us a perfect victory and bring 
us safe through death unto life ever- 
lasting. Amen. 


O God, thou Fountain of Love, thy 
Spirit is in us as a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life. Let 
every thought and motive be cleansed 
by its lifegiving stream. Let each high 
resolve and holy desire be quickened 
into larger growth, that the hearts of 
thy ¢hildren may bear the fruits of 
joyful service and grateful adoration. 

Amen. 


O God, in the welcome of whose love 
all our journeys have their end, lead 
us day by day nearer to thyself. Sus- 
tain us in body and soul throughout 
our pilgrimage, and, as we can bear 
the lesson, teach us thy blessed ways, 
that we may do thy will here on earth, 
and at last find our rest in thee. Amen. 


Our Father who art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
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come; thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our tres- 
passes, as we forgive those who tres- 
pass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


A hymn may then be sung. 


BENEDICTION 


Now may the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding, that peace 
which the world can neither give nor 
take away, abide in our hearts and 
bless us, this day and forevermore. 
Amen. 

Or this: 


The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the fellow- 
ship of his holy Spirit, be with you all 
evermore. Amen. 


Or this: 


Now unto the God of grace, for the 
might of his Spirit and the love of 
Christ, be glory in the church through- 
out all ages, world without end. Amen. 
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SERVICE OF ORDINATION 


Catt To WorsuIpP. 

Who shall ascend into the hill of the 
Lord? or who shall stand in his holy 
place? He that hath clean hands, and a 
pure heart; who hath not lifted up his 
soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. 
He shall receive the blessing from the 
Lord, and righteousness from the God 
of his salvation. Ps. xxiv. 3-5. 

Whosoever will be great among you, 
let him be your minister; and whosoever 
will be chief among you, let him be your 
servant; even as the Son of man came 
not to be ministered unto but to min- 
ister, and to give his life a ransom for 
many. Matt. xx. 26-28. 

If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross 
and follow me. For whosoever will save 
his life shall lose it; and whosoever will 
lose his life for my sake shall find it. 
Matt. xvi. 24-25. 

Then said I, Lo, I come to do thy will, 
OGod. Hebrews x. 7. 


INVOCATION. 


*Responsive Reapina (congregation 
standing). 

Minister: How beautiful upon the 
mountains are the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth 
peace; that bringeth good tidings of 
good, that publisheth salvation; that 
saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! 
*May be omitted if it is desired to shorten the 
service. 
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People: Thy watchmen lift up the 
voice; with the voice together shall they 
sing; for they shall see eye to eye, when 
the Lord shall bring again Zion. 

Minister: Break forth with joy, sing 
together, ye waste places of Jerusalem; 
for the Lord hath comforted his people, 
he hath redeemed Jerusalem. 

People: And there shall come forth a 
rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a 
branch out of his roots; 

Minister: And the spirit of the Lord 
shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding; 

People: The spirit of counsel and of 
might, the spirit of knowledge and of 
the fear of the Lord; 

Minister: And shall make him of 
quick understanding in the fear of the 
Lord: and he shall not judge after the 
sight of his eyes, neither reprove after 
the hearing of his ears; 

People: But with righteousness shall 
he judge the poor, and reprove with 
equity for the meek of the earth. 

Minister: The spirit of the Lord God 
is upon me: because the Lord hath 
anointed me to preach good tidings 
unto the meek: he hath sent me to bind 
up the broken-hearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening 
of the prison to them that are bound. 

People: To proclaim the acceptable 
year of the Lord, to comfort all that 
mourn. 

Minister: To appoint unto them that 
mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty 
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, 
the garment of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness; that they might be called 
trees of righteousness, the planting of 
the Lord, that he might be glorified. 

People: Ye shall be named the priests 
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of the Lord: men shall call you the 
ministers of our God. 

Minister: And ye shall say, Praise the 
Lord, call upon his name, declare his 
doings among the people, make men- 
tion that his name is exalted. 


*AscRIPTION, chanted by choir and people: 


Blessed be the Lord our God; who 
only doeth wondrous things. And 
blessed be his glorious name, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 


(New Hymn and Tune Book, 564.) 


ScRIPTURE. 


The following passages will be found suitable: 
(a) Isaiah vi. 1-8; 
Luke iv. 16—22a; 


or 
(b) Jeremiah i. 4-10; 
2 Timothy i. 1-7; ii. 1-4, 22-25; 
ili. 14-17; iv. 5-8. 
Hymn. 


7Sermon (closing with prayer if the 
preacher so desires). 


tHymn. 


If an Ordaining Council has been held, the report 
of the Moderator should then be made in the follow- 
ing words, or in others of similar import. If there 
has been no Ordaining Council, the Fellowship Com- 
mittee’s recommendation of the minister-elect should 
be substituted for the Moderators Report. 


Report oF THE Moperator. 


The —— Church in , having 
called to be its minister, by letters 
missive duly invited the neighboring 


*To be omitted if the Responsive Reading has 
not been used. 

{This may be omitted if it is desired to shorten 
the service. \ 
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churches with which it is in closest unity 
to be represented by minister and 
delegate at a council to be held on : 
to examine the aforesaid , and to 
take part in his ordination should he 
prove well qualified in body, mind and 
spirit for the high and holy calling of 
the ministry. 

The Council, having met and duly 
examined the same , has approved 
the action of the Church in calling 
him to be its minister, has voted to pro- 
ceed to his ordination, and has appointed 
to represent the Council in giving 
the right hand of fellowship on behalf 
of the churches. 


Tuer INVITATION FROM THE CONGREGA- 
TION. 


A representative of the congregation shall then 
invite the minister-elect to become the minister of the 
church, in these words, or in others of similar import: 


Sir, Acting with the approval of the 
ordaining Council (or, Acting upon the 
recommendation of the Fellowship Com- 
mittee), we desire to ordain you as our 
minister. We would have you dwell 
among us preaching the word of truth 
in freedom and in love; rebuking evil 
and maintaining righteousness; minis- 
tering to us alike in our joys and in our 
sorrows; setting forth no less by your 
example than by your precept the 
Christian way of life. 


Turning to the congregation, their repre- 
sentative shall then say: 


I now ask you, my fellow-worshippers, 
to rise and say with me: 


Together 


We, the congregation of the 
Church in , do hereby ordain you 
to the Christian ministry, in accordance 
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with the accepted usage of our free 
churches, and do install you as minister 
of this church. On our part we sol- 
emnly pledge ourselves, so far as in us 
lieth, to walk with you in unity of spirit, 
in the bond of peace, and in all the ways 
of God, known or to be made known 
unto us. 


The minister-elect shall reply: 


Friends: With a deep sense of re- 
sponsibility, trusting not in my own 
strength, but in the all-sufficient grace 
of God, I take up the ministry to which 
you ordain me. 


He may then continue in the following 
words, or in others of similar import: 


I do pledge myself, so far as in me 
lieth, worthily to maintain the freedom 
of this pulpit; to speak the truth in 
love, both publicly and privately, with- 
out fear of persons; diligently to fulfil 
the several offices of worship, instruc- 
tion and administration, according to 
the customs of this congregation and 
fellowship; and in all things so to live 
as to promote piety and righteousness, 
peace and love among this people and 
with all men. 


PRAYER OF ORDINATION. 


The candidate may stand to receive the bless- 

ing; or may kneel, the minister who makes 

the prayer and one or two others meanwhile 

placing their hands upon the candidate's 
head. 


Hymn or CHANT. 
Tue CHARGE TO THE MINISTER. 
Tue Rigor Hanp or FELLOWSHIP. 


Tur CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION. 
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*THE WELCOME TO THE COMMUNITY. 
Hymn. 
BENEDICTION (by the minister). 


Note: The following hymns will be 
found suitable: 


Creator Spirit, by whose aid. Tr. J. 
Dryden. 
(to follow the ordaining prayer) 


Look from thy sphere of endless 
day. Bryant. 

Lord, who dost the voice bless. 
Williams. ; 

O still in accents sweet and strong. 
Longfellow. 

Spirit Divine, attend our prayer. 
Reed-Longfellow. 

The voice of God is calling. Holmes. 

Thou, whose glad summer yields. 
Johnson. 

Ye Servants of the Lord. Doddridge. 

O God, thy children gathered here. 
Longfellow. 


*This may be omitted if it is desired to shorten 
the service. 
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SERVICE OF INSTALLATION 


Catt TO Worsaip. 

Who shall ascend into the hill of the 
Lord? or who shall stand in his holy 
place? He that hath clean hands, and 
a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his 
soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. 
He shall receive the blessing from the 
Lord, and righteousness from the God 
of his salvation. Ps. xxiv. 3-5. 

Whosoever will be great among you, 
let him be your minister; and whosoever 
will be chief among you, let him be 
your servant; even as the Son of man 
came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ransom 
for many. Matt. xx. 26-28. 

If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow me. For whosoever will save his 
life shall lose it; and whosoever will lose 
his life for my sake shall find it. Matt. 
Xvi. 24-25. 

Then said I, Lo, I come to do thy will, 
O God. Hebrews x. 7. 


INVOCATION. 


*ResponsivE Reapina (congregation 
standing). 


Minister: How beautiful upon the 
mountains are the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth 
peace; that bringeth good tidings of 
good, that publisheth salvation; that 
saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! 


*May be omitted if it is desired to shorten the 
service. 
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People: Thy watchmen lift up the 
voice; with the voice together shall they 
sing; for they shall see eye to eye, when 
the Lord shall bring again Zion. 

Minister: Break forth with joy, sing 
together, ye waste places of Jerusalem; 
for the Lord hath comforted his people, 
he hath redeemed Jerusalem. 

People: And there shall come forth a 
rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch 
out of his roots; 

Minister: And the spirit of the Lord 
shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding; 

People: The spirit of counsel and of 
might, the spirit of knowledge and of 
the fear of the Lord; 

Minister: And shall make him of quick 
understanding in the fear of the Lord: 
and he shall not judge after the sight 
of his eyes, neither reprove after the 
hearing of his ears; 

People: But with righteousness shall 
he judge the poor, and reprove with 
equity for the meek of the earth. 

Minister: The spirit of the Lord God 
is upon me: because the Lord hath 
anointed me to preach good tidings unto 
the meek: he hath sent me to bind up 
the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty 
to the captives, and the opening of the 
prison to them that are bound. 

People: To proclaim the acceptable 
year of the Lord, to comfort all that 
mourn. 

Minister: To appoint unto them that 
mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty 
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, 
the garment of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness: that they might be called 
trees,of righteousness, the planting of 
the Lord, that he might be glorified. 

People: Ye shall be named the priests 
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of the Lord: men shall call you the 
ministers of our God. 

Minister: And ye shall say, Praise the 
Lord, call upon his name, declare his 
doings among the people, make mention 
that his name is exalted. 


*AscRIPTION, chanted by choir and 
people: 
Blessed be the Lord our God; who 
only doeth wondrous things. 
And blessed be his glorious name, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 


(New Hymn and Tune Book, 564.) 
ScRIPTURE. 


The following passages will be found suitable: 
Numbers xxvii. 15-23; 


. (a) Acts vi. 2-7; 


or 
(b) Ezekiel xxxiii. 1-20; 
Matthew ix. 35-38; x. 1, 5-10, 
16, 24-28, 38-42; 


or 
(c) John x. 1-16; 


or 
(d) Ephesians iv. 1-7, 11-16; 
or 


(e) 1 Timothy iii. 1-13, iv. 126-16. 


Hymn. 


{Sermon (closing with prayer if the 
preacher so desires). 


jHymn. 


Tue INVITATION FROM THE CONGREGA- 
TION. 


If the minister-elect was ordained in another 
communion and has heretofore held no Unitarian 


*To be omitted if the Responsive Reading has 
not been used. 

} This may be omitted if it is desired to shorten 
the service. 
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pulpit, a statement from the Fellowship Committee 
shall here be read commending him as a suitable 
person for this ministry. A representative of the 
congregation shall then invite the minister-elect to 
become the minister of the church, in these words, or 
in others of similar tmport: 


Sir: We desire to install you as the 
settled minister of this church. We 
would have you dwell among us preach- 
ing the word of truth in freedom and in 
love; rebuking evil and maintaining 
righteousness; ministering to us alike in 
our joys and in our sorrows; setting 
forth no less by your example than by 
your precept the Christian way of life. 


Turning to the congregation, their repre- 
sentative shall then say: 


I now ask you, my fellow-worshippers, 
to rise and say with me: 


Together 


We, the congregation of the 
Church in , do hereby install you 
as minister of this church. On our part 
we solemnly pledge ourselves, so far as 
in us lieth, to walk with you in unity of 
spirit, in the bond of peace, and in all 
the ways of God, known or to be made 
known unto us. 


The minister-elect shall reply: 


Friends: With a deep sense of 
responsibility, trusting not in my own 
strength, but in the all-sufficient grace 
of God, I take up the ministry of this 
church. 

He may then continue in the following 
words, or in others of similar import: 

I do pledge myself, so far as in me 
lieth, worthily to maintain the freedom 
of this pulpit; to speak the truth in 
love, both publicly and privately, with- 
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out fear of persons; diligently to fulfil 
the several offices of worship, instruc- 
tion and administration, according to 
the customs of this congregation and 
fellowship; and in all things so to live 
as to promote piety and righteousness, 
peace and love among this people and 
with all men. 


PRAYER OF INSTALLATION. 

Hymn or CHANT. 

THE CHARGE TO THE MINISTER. 
Tue Rigut Hanp or FELLOWSHIP. 
THE CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION. 
*TuHr WELCOME TO THE COMMUNITY. 
Hymn. 

BENEDICTION (by the minister). 


Note: The following hymns will be 
found suitable: 


Creator Spirit, by whose aid. T7'r. J. 
Dryden. 
(to follow the installing prayer) 


Look from thy sphere of endless 
day. Bryant. 

Lord, who dost the voice bless. 
Williams. 

O still in accents sweet and strong. 
Longfellow. 

Spirit Divine, attend our prayer. 
Reed-Longfellow. 

The voice of God is calling. Holmes. 

Thou, whose glad summer yields. 
Johnson. 

Ye Servants of the Lord. Doddridge. 

O God, thy children gathered here. 
_ Longfellow. 


*This may be omitted if it is desired to shorten the 
service. 
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CONFIRMATION SERVICE 


When this service is used in connection with the 
customary service of worship its most fitting place is 
immediately after the sermon, preceding the closing 
hymn. While the candidates are coming forward the 
organ may be played, or the minister may read one 
or more of the sentences. 


OPENING SENTENCES. 


It shall come to pass, saith the Lord, 
that I will pour out my spirit upon all 
flesh; and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy: your old men. shall 
dream dreams, your young men shall 
see visions. Joel ii. 18. 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength; this is the first commandment. 
And the second is like unto it, namely 
this; thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself. On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets. 
Mark xiii. 30-31. 

If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, 
and follow me. For whosoever will 
save his life shall lose it: but whosoever 
will lose his life for my sake, shall find 
it. For what is a man profited, if he 
gain the whole world and lose his own 
soul? Matt. xvi. 24-26. 

Take my yoke upon you and learn of 
me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light. Matt. xi. 29-30. 
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INVOCATION. 


The minister may then read the following 
prayer, or offer a brief prayer in his own 
words: 

Almighty and ever-living God, 
strengthen these thy servants, we pray 
thee, with thy holy Spirit, and daily 
increase in them thy manifold gifts of 
grace; the spirit of wisdom and under- 
standing, the spirit of counsel and right, 
the spirit of knowledge and true godli- 
ness, and fill them, O Lord, with the 
spirit of obedience to thy holy will, 
now and forever. Amen. 


ADDRESS. 


The minister may then, if he so desires, 

address the candidates briefly, after which 

he may address the following questions to 
them: 


Minister: Do you now take upon 
you, of your own free will, the duties of 
Christian discipleship, committing your- 
selves to the guidance of the ndyeling 
spirit of God? 

Answer: I do. 

Minister: Will you faithfully endeavor, 
from this time forth, to walk in ways of 
righteousness and peace, of loving kind- 
ness and goodwill with all mankind, 
so far as God shall give you grace? 

Answer: I will. 


Then, the candidates standing or kneeling, 

the minister may use the following prayer, 

or may lay his hands upon the head of each 
in turn, saying: 

Defend, O Lord, this thy child with 
thy heavenly grace, that he (she) may 
continue thine forever, and daily in- 
crease in thy holy Spirit more and more, 
until he (she) come at length into thine 
everlasting kingdom. Amen. 
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PRAYERS. 


The minister may then read one of the 

following prayers, or may offer prayer in 

his own words, concluding with the Lord’s 
Prayer. 


Almighty God, who causest us both to 
will and to do those things that are good, 
we offer our prayers unto thee for these 
thy servants, who have here given their 
lives unto thee in Christian discipleship. 
Direct and govern them in heart and 
mind that they may live in the knowl- 
edge of thy truth and in obedience to 
thy law. And at the last bring them, 
and all thy faithful children, into thine 
eternal kingdom of peace and love. 


Amen. 


Lord of all power and might, who art 
the author and giver of all good things; 
graft in our hearts the love of thy truth, 
increase in us true religion, nourish us 
with all goodness, and, of thy great 
mercy, keep us in the same; and to thee 
be all honor and glory, world without 
end. Amen. 


Our Father, who art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done on earth, as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


A hymn may then be sung, during which those who 
have been confirmed return to their seats. The 
service may then proceed to its customary conclusion. 


Note: For appropriate hymns see the 
list appended to the Service for joining 
the church. 
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SERVICE FOR JOINING THE CHURCH 


When this service is used in connection with 
the customary service of worship, its most fitting 
place is immediately after the sermon, preceding the 
closing hymn. 


WELCOME. 
The minister may say: 


We welcome to-day into the member- 
ship of this church a group of friends 
who desire to unite with us in work and 
worship. 


(If the minister desires he may here read the 
names of those about to join the church.) 

The candidates should then come forward, the 
minister meeting them in front of the pulpit or the 
chancel, the organ being played softly meanwhile. 


SENTENCES. 


The minister may then read one or more of 

the following sentences, or, omitting them, 

may proceed directly to the Scripture 
reading: 

Behold what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us that we 
should be called the sons of God. 
1 John iii. 1. 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness. Matt. vi. 33. 

Wherewith shall I come before the 
Lord and bow myself before the high 
God? He hath showed thee, O man, 
what is good; and what doth the Lord 
require of thee but to do justly, and to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God? Micah vi. 6, 8. 
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Whosoever shall do the will of my 
Father who is in heaven, the same is my 
brother and my sister. Ye are my 
friends if ye do whatsoever I command 
you. Matt. xii. 50. 1 John xv. 14. 


SCRIPTURE. 


And one of the scribes, having heard 
them reasoning together, and perceiving 
that Jesus had answered them well, 
asked him, Which is the first command- 
ment of all? 

And Jesus answered him, The first 
of all the commandments is, Hear O 
Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: 
And thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength: This is the first command- 
ment. And the second is like, namely 
this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself. There is none other command- 
ment greater than these. 

And the scribe said unto him, Well, 
Master, thou hast said the truth: for 
there is one God; and there is none other 
but he: And to love him with all the 
heart, and with all the understanding, 
and with all the soul, and with all the 
strength, and to love his neighbor as 
himself, is more than whole burnt offer- 
ings and sacrifices. 

And when Jesus saw that he answered 
discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art 
not far from the kingdom of God. 
Mark xii. 28-34. 


ADDRESS. 


Then the minister may address the candi- 
dates briefly in the following words, or in 
others of similar import: 


Friends: You have signified your 
desire to become members of this relig- 
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ious fellowship, sharing alike its privi- 
leges and its duties. It is altogether 
fitting that those who are agreed in the 
deep things of the spirit should walk in 
one company together, bearing witness 
to the truth by their worship of God 
and their common work for man. We 
are united here by the bonds of the 
spirit, in that service which is perfect 
freedom, striving for righteousness of 
life after the example of him who came 
not to be ministered unto but to minis- 
ter, and who went about doing good. 
Your action here signifies your intention, 
by the grace of God, to live upright and 
honorable, pure and holy lives, loyally 
supporting those things which are true 
and right and of good report, not only 
within this church but in every relation- 
ship of life. 

As sign and token of your purpose 
and of our welcome let us repeat together 
our solemn covenant of fellowship. 


CovENANT. 


The minister and people shall then repeat 
together the covenant of their church, or the 
following: 

In the love of the truth, and in the 
spirit of Jesus Christ, we unite for the 
worship of God and the service of man. 

Then the minister may give to each candi- 

date the right hand of fellowship, welcoming 

him or her by name, using the following 
words, or others of similar import: 

On behalf of this congregation I 
welcome you into our household of 
faith. May the blessing of God keep 
us ever in unity of the spirit and in the 
bond of peace. 
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PRAYER. 


Then the minister may read one or more of 

the following prayers, or may offer prayer 

in his own words, concluding with the 
Lord’s Prayer: 


Defend, O Lord, these thy servants 
with thy heavenly grace, that they may 
continue thine forever, and daily in- 
crease in thy holy Spirit more and more, 
until they come at length into thy 
heavenly kingdom. Amen. 


O God our heavenly Father, who hast 
commanded us to love one another as 
thy children, and hast. ordained the 
highest friendship in the bond of thy 
spirit, we pray thee to maintain and 
preserve us always in the same, to thy 
glory and our mutual comfort; that we 
may be protected together in that love 
which is from above, and which never 
faileth, though all other things fail. 
Send down upon us thy heavenly grace, 
that we may have joy in one another 
which passeth not away, and that having 
lived in unity according to thy com- 
mandment, we may abide in thy king- 
dom hereafter, being made one in thee. 

Amen. 


Lord of all power and might, who art 
the author and giver of all good things, 
graft in our hearts the love of thy name, 
increase in us true religion, nourish us 
with all goodness, and of thy great 
mercy keep us in the same. Amen. 


Our Father who art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done on earth, as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, 
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but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


A hymn may then be sung, during which those 
who have been received shall return to their seats, 
the service then being brought to its customary 
conclusion. 

After the service, and before leaving the church, 
all those who have been received into its membership 
should sign the membership book in the presence of 
two or more witnesses. 


Norn: The following hymns will be 
found suitable: 


Gather us in, thou love that fillest all, 


Once church of God appears, 

ftants Lord, we give thee thanks, 

Rise up, O men of God! 

irae let us join the faithful souls, 

God's trumpet wakes the slumbering 
world, 


or 

When thy soldiers take their swords, 
or 

Arm these thy soldiers, mighty Lord, 
or 

Press on! Press on! ye sons of light, 


or 
Thou Lord of Hosts, whose guiding 
hand, 


or 
O still in accents sweet and strong. 
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